'This was something that happened to someone else'--an HIV positive dentist explains.
In this article, prompted by the Editorial and Opinion piece in the October 21 issue of the BDJ (BDJ 2006; 201: 485, 497-499), the writer, an HIV positive GDP of 28 years experience, expresses graphically and cogently his experiences following his diagnosis in 2004 and the subsequent loss of his chosen occupation. In general the BDJ does not publish anonymous contributions, but in this case, for obvious reasons of confidentiality, we have chosen to do so, also in deference to the courage of this colleague in sharing his harrowing story.